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The urban planning issues that are the subject of the Var-
berg Europan brief are a symptom of a larger question that 
extends beyond Varberg’s borders, concerning not only 
design and policy, but also sustainability and ethics. The 
brief asks for the reconnection of different neighborhoods 
by softening the barrier of the Trädlyckevägen, a green 
road with one car lane in each direction. Trädlyckevägen 
is a physical and mental barrier, closing off neighborhoods 
from each other. The Europan case is not a standalone 
problem in Varberg and, on a larger scale, the world. The 
suburbia of Varberg consists of islands floating in a grid of 
infrastructure. Almost everything in Varberg is designed 
to be car friendly and therefore, inherently, people un-
friendly. As if the current situation with all the traffic, con-
gestions, exhaust fumes, uninviting and antisocial public 
spaces, monofunctionality, etc. is not bad enough, the new 
neighborhood of Östra Träslöv is planned ever further away 
from the city center, worsening the car dependency of its 
inhabitants and all the problems that come with it. 

For us, this question reaches much further than Trädly-

ckevägen. The question in its essence is what kind of fu-
ture we want for Varberg and cities alike. Is it car based 
or human based? And if we choose the latter, how do we 
go about transforming the groundwork that has been laid 
for car centered urban planning to accommodate people 
again?

Macro strategy - the global problem
Car dominance in modern and post-modern cities has re-
sulted in suburbs so far apart and so spacious that inhab-
itants become car dependent. Public transport is often 
too expensive due to the low densities or the vastness of 
the suburbs to efficiently reach all the neighborhoods. It 
cannot always be a replacement for the car. On top of 
that walking and cycling is discouraged by the long dis-
tances, bad infrastructure or it just being an unattractive 
experience. The suburbs were primarily connected by 
main roads designed for high volumes of cars flowing 
smoothly. These unfriendly roads were indeed just roads, 
not streets. Most of the buildings turn their back towards 
these roads (the whole length of Trädlyckevägen is like 

this), devoiding them of any chance of becoming a lively 
street. And to become a lively street, we need people, 
pedestrian and cyclists. But as long as any city is more 
friendly to cars than to these “soft” modes of transport, 
car use will be preferred by its inhabitants and its visitors. 
This is called induced demand. More roads will always 
create more traffic, while less roads will make people find 
and use alternatives, reducing traffic. Lowering speeds 
for cars to 40km/hour will help, but is not enough. We 
need a level playing field for all modes of transport. Bikes 
and cars should be at least equal on all levels, and walk-
ing should be the number one priority. We therefore pro-
pose a 30km/h speed limit [1] in all of Varberg, following 
the example of major cities like Amsterdam and Paris. 
The whole city should grow and emancipate to a fine knit 
urban fabric with equal levels of convenience [2]. Tak-
ing the bike should be as convenient or more convenient 
than taking the car, and walking should be interesting and 
efficient for your daily routine. The consequence of this 
fundamental choice is that travel times and distance be-
tween amenities must be reduced. This is not achieved by 

building outward (like the new planned neighborhood of 
Östra Träslöv), but by building inward. Intensive growth 
instead of extensive growth [3]. 

Providing biking and walking convenience is not a techno-
cratic question. It does not mean we need to only imple-
ment separate bike lines and safe side walks. It absolutely 
does not mean we should make more tunnels or bridges 
for either cars, bikes or pedestrians, since these solutions 
only show that we accept the road as it is, and that we 
will most likely never change it. This proposal does not 
accept the current state of the road and its traffic. No cit-
izen, and therefore no city or municipality, should accept 
this. We are not going to bully the car, we are celebrating 
walking and biking. 

Roads and streets are here for everyone. We propose all 
city roads to become High Streets, spaces that are inhab-
ited and where it is fun, active, innovative and safe. [4] 
When the road is inhabited, and walking and cycling be-
comes safe, interesting and efficient, we have taken a big 
step towards reuniting the neighborhoods [5]. Through 

densification of the city by inhabiting the street we create 
the capacity to introduce local and regional programmatic 
impulses [6]. These impulses will generate more streetlife, 
allowing for businesses, housing and other initiatives to 
latch on. The clear definition of built and unbuilt, of city 
and nature, creates articulated entrances to Varberg [7]. 
You know you’ve entered the city, instead of just driv-
ing down long stretches of road where nothing happens, 
and that could be anywhere in Sweden. To create more 
cross-neighborhood connections, local points of inter-
est should be introduced in each neighborhood, so that 
crossing the street becomes something that has a purpose 
[8].

Infrastructure that is designed to get people and goods 
in cars as fast as possible from point A to point B creates 
exactly that, point encounters. There is nearly no possi-
ble interaction during the travel from A to B. In contrast 
to this, a cyclist or pedestrian doing the same route can 
accidentally encounter a friend who’s on her way to the 
museum, a family member waiting for the bus, or a fa-

Intense and flexible zoning regulations

Local and regional programmatic impulses Intensify existing qualitative green spaces

Intensive growth instead of extensive growth

From infrastructure to high street

Articulated entrances to VarbergFrom community severance to connectionDownscale to 30km/h

 ‣ Downscale to 30km/h to allow 
for city life to develop around 
roads
 ‣ Lower noise levels, less exhaust 

fumes, less traffic deaths/injuries
 ‣ Increased “crossability”
 ‣ Smaller road widths possible

 ‣ The city does not have to do 
everything themselves, if they just 
allow for innovation and flexibility
 ‣ When all city fabric is thor-

oughly connected the city gets 
less dependent on predefined 
programmed spaces

 ‣ Densification requires quality 
outdoor public spaces
 ‣ Current green spaces around 

Trädlyckevägen are low quality
 ‣ Create places for leisure,  walk, 

discover and play in the surround-
ing parks

 ‣ The intensive growth more 
easily accomplished in underused 
areas such as Trädlyckevägen
 ‣ The infrastructure becomes an 

inhabited space with city life
 ‣ High street development qual-

ities “spill over” to adjacent sites

 ‣ The high street now con-
nects instead of divides the 
neighborhoord
 ‣ Instead of crossing a road you 

walk through another neighborhood
 ‣ Many small en big connections 

increase fordability

 ‣ When the barriers between urban 
areas are gone, one still needs to have 
a reason to visit other neighborhoods
 ‣ Different types of destinations 

(parks, playgrounds, ponds, activ-
ities) bring neighborhoods closer 
together

 ‣ New dwellers, programs and 
public space create a foundation 
for extra, previously thought im-
possible programs
 ‣ Regional programs are perfect-

ly suited because of the available 
supporting infrastructure

 ‣ No more sprawl growing outward
 ‣ All cities and municipalities 

have more than enough space to 
grow inside existing borders
 ‣ More density equals more room 

for nature and more possibilities 
for streetlife

 ‣ Instead of a anonymous green 
and underused space Varberg 
now has articulated entrances to 
the city
 ‣ The entrances can be imagined 

as   mobility hubs, gate-like struc-
tures and special architectures

Cross-neighborhood destinations

 ‣  Enhancing the fine fabric of 
small roads and paths for soft 
modes of transport
 ‣ Programmed and inhabited 

roads and parks are stimulating 
environments for soft modes of 
transport

Walkable and cyclable city
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