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ther walking his kid to school. Creating a space where 
commuting, cycling and walking opens up possibilities is 
endlessly more productive than a point-to-point system. 
This proposal transforms the Trädlyckevägen from an in-
frastructural plane into a linear encounter space. When 
the space itself is interesting, safe, and mixed-use it will 
encourage people to walk and cycle, and to drive slowly. 
There is a time and place for serendipitous encounters, 
for meeting old or new friends, for accidentally discov-
ering a new coffee shop, a new route, or bumping into 
new initiatives set up along the route. Instead of meeting 
each other at the destination, the journey or commute be-
comes a place for opportunities, the destination, or even 
the goal itself.

For Varberg this approach has a lot of consequences on 
the macro scale. Densifying within the existing urban 
boundaries benefits everyone living and working within 
the city. We therefore propose to allow for densification 
and diversification within the existing neighborhoods via 
flexible zoning laws in order to intensify (sub)urban life 

[9]. Densification means growing without the need for 
more infrastructure. If we only densify within the built 
city boundaries, we are always adding program and hous-
ing within the existing walking and cycling distance from 
amenities. Adding program, amenities and housing in 
existing districts will result in a lowering of car traffic vol-
ume, making way for more street life. This approach has 
already been kickstarted by the municipality for example 
in the development of Västerport, and can be continued 
throughout the city via the High Street approach. 

Densification results in people needing more qualitative 
recreational green spaces. Varberg should therefore make 
the choice of transforming big green areas such as the 
Brunnsbergsskogen, Furubergsskogen and Prästakullen 
within the city boundaries to intense city parks [10]. 

Trädlyckevägen - a case study
With the global Varberg strategy and goals defined, we 
look at Trädlyckevägen as a testcase for the whole inhab-
ited and intense infrastructure of the city of Varberg. We 
propose a ‘beaded’ High Street model [11] alternated by 

lush and intense parks. The built developments are always 
at existing intersections between Trädlyckevägen and the 
surrounding neighborhoods. Trädlyckevägen gets divided 
into different sections that respond to the different condi-
tions of the neighborhoods they connect to. Each section 
of the development can be developed at different speeds 
and at different moments in time [12]. 

When the macro vision is implemented, we lower the 
speed of the cars and increase the walk- and cyclability. 
This will result in the redundancy of the auxiliary roads 
that now are going parallel to Trädlyckevägen [13]. This 
not only reduces the amount of asphalt and lowers main-
tenance cost, but it can also be used to create a new in-
habited and programmed front towards the road [14], and 
depending on the ownership this front can be developed 
by different parties [15]. 

Trädlyckevägen will continue to function as an important 
main for getting from one place to another, but it will be an 
inhabited road with pedestrians, cyclists, public transport 
and slowed down cars. This intense use of the street, the 

new cross-neighborhood connections, the densification 
of the existing neighborhoods and the new inhabitants 
on Trädlyckevägen creates opportunities for urban street 
life with businesses and other program to set up shop 
on the street [16]. People walking and cycling by your 
shop are potential new customers, cars not so much. The 
sites where two High Streets intersect are places of even 
greater opportunities. Rotundas are designed for traffic 
fluidity and are therefore usually very uninhabitable and 
undefined as urban spaces. We should not be afraid to 
inhabit these spaces [17] and incorporate them in city 
life, as has been done in cities worldwide. 

In specific areas where the width of the plot allows, a par-
allel axis to the High Street can be created. This can be an 
extra shared space boulevard that is completely car free 
[18], a family friendly public space that encourages walk-
ing, cycling, playing, sharing stories and food, shopping 
and hanging out. 

In order to minimize conflict and privacy concerns we al-
ways connect gardens to gardens [19]. We introduce dif-

ferent housing typologies that maximize the potential of 
the available space [20][30]. Depending on the location 
in the plan, the market demands, and the type of public 
space, we can provide typical apartments, gallery apart-
ments, duplex typologies or family housing. 

Even though we focus on pedestrians, cyclists and public 
transport, the necessity of the car will remain in the fore-
seeable future. Therefore, our proposal integrates park-
ing in flexible above ground structures [21]. Above ground 
parking places are less expensive to build than under-
ground parking places and are more easily reconverted 
into other types of program, such as workshops, storage, 
offices, gyms, and even housing. Underground spaces 
will always be second rate and hard to transform once 
demand for parking places lowers. The parking struc-
tures should always at least have a programmed plinth to 
contribute to the public realm. The roof, and walls can be 
used for any type of program. It is also possible on some 
locations to add housing as a facade [29].

Inhabit and urbanize intersections

The street as urban space

Beaded High Street model

Shared space for soft mobilityPhasing

 ‣ Specific typologies are de-
signed for different circumstances 
where we always ambition a gar-
den-garden connection
 ‣ Parking should be part of this 

solution [21]

 ‣ The existing rotundas can be 
transformed to city spaces by de-
fining the public space
 ‣ Intersections of High Streets  

are big opportunities in terms of 
programming, since they welcome 
traffic from all over Varberg

 ‣ Each area can be developed as 
a separate phase, responding to 
the demands at the time
 ‣ Each phase can be a testing 

ground for new typologies, regu-
lations, processes and collabora-
tions, time is on our side

 ‣ Public space will be used more 
intensively
 ‣ Program on street level and in 

secondary lines increase quality of 
public life
 ‣ The street can be appropriated 

by different actors on site

 ‣ Different areas and surround-
ing conditions require different 
approaches
 ‣ Lush and intense parks are in-

serted to create breathing cham-
bers, also for the people in the 
densified surrounding areas

 ‣ The narrowed High Street al-
lows for specific parts to have a 
parallel soft shared space
 ‣ The shared space allows for 

appropriation by kindergartens, 
schools, markets, exhibitions, fes-
tivals, bars, restaurants,  etc.

Typologies with garden-garden solutions

 ‣ Flexible zoning should be re-
flected in different typologies
 ‣ Apartments, duplexes and de-

tached housing are allowed and 
preferably mixed
 ‣ Different typologies allow for 

different uses and programs (26)

Mixed housing typologiesBasic characteristics of a High Street

 ‣ Facades to define the street 
and organize fast and slow traffic
 ‣ A High Street needs to be both 

programmed and inhabited
 ‣ A High Street needs to allow for 

different programs to settle where 
actors deem it necessary

Erasing parallel roads

 ‣ Parallel roads can be removed 
due to speed and quality changes 
of Trädlyckevägen
 ‣ The gained space can be devel-

oped to built or park environment
 ‣ Removal of parralel roads in-

creases the use of Trädlyckevägen

HIGH STREET TRÄDLYCKEVÄGEN 
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 ‣ The strategy works best as a 
joint operation between stake-
holders, but can work as a solitary 
development by the city
 ‣ The collaborative effort can 

integrate needs and economics, 
while increasing quality
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Håstens torg, a dense district with city-center ambitions [30]E

View on Trädlyckevägen. On the left plugged in family housing in the sound barrier wall [27], (B). On the right apartment buildings that form a new dynamic front. 
The buildings are spaced apart for connections between the High Street and the existing housing. Behind the apartment blocks we find the Play Mountain [28].
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Inhabited and activated rotundas as urban space [17] next to Håstens torg. Broad sidewalks and seperate bike lanes inside the urban area allow 
for serendiputous encounters. On the left we look towards the shared space, parallel to the High Street.
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