
2 apartments
2 x 5 rooms, 135 m2 

3 apartments
2 x 3 rooms, 75 m2
1 x 5 rooms, 125 m2 

3 apartments
2 x 4 rooms, 105 m2
1 x 2 rooms, 60 m2 

7 apartments
7 x 1 rooms, 35 m2

4 apartments
2 x 3 rooms, 80 m2 
2 x 2 rooms, 55 m2

5 apartments
2 x 3 rooms, 75 m2 
3 x 1 rooms, 35 m2

3/3Varberg (SE)

Perspective view from Stockrosgatan 
Green gardens, terraces, balconies and outbildings connects with the scale of the existing single storey houses

Axonometric view over eastern part of Trädlyckevägen 
Northern and southern housing typology, Våtmarksparken and Ängstorget

Current situation - Poor walkability and connections
Håstens torg is mainly used as a parking lot and the urban life is mainly located in 
the narrow passage north of Coop. 

The roundabout takes up a lot of space. It makes it easy to go by car but extends 
the distances for walking. The roundabout becomes a barrier between the church 
and the square.

First step - Focus on dialogue and behavior change
A glass pavillion is temporarily placed at the former parking lot on the same 
position as the market hall is going to be placed to indicate the future square. A 
physical model in wood over the whole future development will be exhibited in the 
greenhouse in scale 1:50, approximately 40 meters long. The model invites people 
to engage with the future development of the neighborhood and can be used in 
workshops for the community and for visits from neighboring schools. 

The parking garages in the northwest corner of the roundabout are replaced by a 
pop up mobility park, with rental cars, bikes and a bike service station.

Proposal - Defining public space 
The greenhouse is moved to the new Skogsträdgården and replaced by the mar-
ket hall. The pop up mobility park is replaced by the new mobility hub. The new 
Håstens Torg is a lively, local urban square.

The trees that grow along the existing road can many times be kept in the new 
layout, but some needs to be taken down. The age of the trees and soil makes it 
possible to move some of them to new locations. We suggest a tree bank is creat-
ed, where residential developers can buy them and plant them at new residential 
yards or to be used by the municipality in the new park locations.

Future progression - Densifying 
A new superblock is constructed behind the Bazaar. Coop and the adjacent stores 
get more space and a covered area for trucks and the delivery of goods. Above 
is an urban apartment typology in 2-3 stories created around the perimeter of the 
block with a raised, spacious common garden. 

The old gas station/restaurant is replaced by housing and Äckregårdsvägen and 
Föreingsgatan also gets additional buildings for housing.

The buildings surrounding the square
The existing parking lot will be replaced with a 
square area in the south and a market hall com-
bined with a sports hall in the north. The market 
hall is located on the ground floor and on the first 
floor a flexible sports hall with a high ceiling is pro-
posed. On the roof is an accessible terrace locat-
ed providing a good view over the city.

North of the market hall, the existing walkway will 
be extended with more spaces for shops and oth-
er public fuctions. To the east, a shallow extension 
called “The Bazaar” is proposed. It replaces the 
closed facade of the existing grocery store and 
temporary structures and turns it into an active 
façade towards the square. We have taken inspi-
ration from classic squares such as Plac des Vo-
ges in Paris or Plaza Major in Madrid, where the 
strict façade “hides” a freer structure behind. 

The indoor spaces behind the high façade motif 
can have only one floor with a high ceiling or be 
divided into two floors depending on the tenant.

Residential yards
The yards at the south side and the north side of 
Trädlyckevägen get different designs. The north 
yards are places next to the houses. This will give 
Trädlyckevägen an open green appearance as the 
vegetation in the yards ad to the aesthetic qualities of 
the main road. The north yards get nature like plant-
ings that connect to the nature like impression of the 
creek and the existing groves.  

The south residential yards are bigger and are 
placed behind the houses along Trädlyckevägen but 
with gaps that let light down to the street and ads to 
the green feeling of the street. The gaps also create 
a visual connection between the north and the south 
yards. The good sunlight conditions makes the yards 
ideal for urban farming and the yards should be de-
signed with this in mind. Both the south and the north 
yards will have an informal pathway leading through 
the yards. 

General building volumes, specific architecture
The dimensions of the residential buildings are gen-
erous, which allows for a soft flexibility, enabling 
many different kinds of floor plan layouts. The gener-
ous dimensions also allow for a wooden construction 
or other alternative building systems that often take 
up more space than a concrete frame. We believe 
that this is a more interesting way to create a varied 
streetscape, compared to an arbitrary variation that 
often occurs when the shapes of the buildings are 
controlled in detail in the overall site plan. 

Well-proportioned plots also allow for an economi-
cally feasible development where each stairwell and 
elevator makes several apartments accessible in an 
effective way. The generous depth (13 meters) also 
makes it possible to work with recessed balconies 
towards the street and still be able to solve an effec-
tive floor plan.

Local tradition of wooden facades. Note the herringbone pattern on 
Kallbadhuset in central Varberg on the left and the similar approach 
on wooden detailing on facade and railing on Societetshuset.

On the opposite side of Äckregårdsvägen, we 
propose a Mobility hub where most of the park-
ing lots on Håstens Torg are being moved. In ad-
dition to that it contains carpooling, electric bike 
rental, bicycle workshop and customer service for 
the public transport. The façade helps framing the 
square to the west and to the north the building 
steps down to better meet the smaller scale of the 
detached houses nearby.

Perspective view over Håstens torg 
A locally connected square

The facades of the buildings north and south of 
Trädlyckevägen get different expressions due to 
their distinct differences regarding the sun condi-
tions on the street and courtyard respectively. The 
buildings on the northern side of the street therefore 
have a design with recessed balconies facing the 
street to maintain an urban expression. The build-
ings on the south side of the street have generous 
cantilevered balconies or terraces on the courtyard 
side and French balconies to the street side.

The linear block typology avoids apartments in both 
inner and outer corners that can be problematic in 
terms of noise and daylight. The many gables also 
provide fine qualities for the apartments such as 
windows in several directions. It also provides the 
opportunity for efficient floor plans with a relatively 
large number of rooms compared to the apartments’ 
total size.

Design and function of the square
The buildings surrounding Håstens torg create 
very good conditions for a lively environment. The 
defined space makes the place easily recogniz-
able as the central square in the area. The square 
connects to important mobility routes, service and 
destination points that provide good conditions for 
the square to be visited all day.

Places to sit down and relax are mainly concen-
trated closest to the market hall and bazaar in a 
favorable sunny location. The square will have a 
larger open area, which supports a freer move-
ment pattern but can also provide space for 
events. Skating rink, market for locally grown food, 
flea markets, sporting events or cultural events 
can be accommodated here. The square gets tree 
plantings with sheer tree canopies that are lit up 
in the evening. The furniture on the square is both 
fixed in the form of granite walls with seating and 
plantings as well as flexible with movable chairs 
and sun loungers that give the place a dynamic 

Axonometric view over Håstens torg

Implementation and involvement 

Håstens torg

Housing along Trädlyckevägen

Mobility Hub and Market hall
Plan diagrams

Apartment builings - Example of possible floor plans
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Four-story houses provide a large proportion of top 
floor apartments which, in addition to giving an inter-
esting expression in the façade, enable high-qual-
ity penthouses with qualities such as varying room 
heights, ceiling lights and terraces.

Around Håstens Torg, some plots are very narrow 
and therefore have a building typology that consists 
of narrow, stacked row houses. The heights vary 
from two to four floors to accommodate the differ-
ences in scale to the adjacent detached houses. 

The street-level apartments have an entrance di-
rectly from the street while the upper floors are ac-
cessed through entrance balconies. Staircase and 
elevator are placed freely in a separate tower in the 
courtyard.

“user friendly” character. Art elements, perennials 
and playful elements such as water fountains will 
be an important element. 

The materials should give a feeling that the place 
is being taken care of. The wooden facades of the 
buildings are paired with a granite city floor. The 
pattern of the pavement highlights the directions 
of the site and the buildings and therefore forms 
a whole together with surrounding structures. Var-
ious types of granite should be used. We propose 
the use of recycled granite. The large-scale pat-
tern gives the framework for a high degree of de-
tail variation. The granite floor strengthens the feel-
ing that the place is part of Varberg as it connects 
to the old city center. The choice of material also 
helps to reduce the climate impact. 

The square should be a safe place in the evening 
and in addition to tree lighting, sitting walls should 
be lit up, the water play illuminated and wire light-
ing in the form of a starry sky create a shimmering 

Parking
Square

roof over selected seating areas. An illuminated 
strip of lighting points in the ground will lead from 
the square, through the alleys to the new place 
next to the health center, called Källan. In this way, 
the places are tied together and the lanes behind 
Håstens torg becomes nicely lit at night. The pave-
ment of the square will also continue through these 
alleys, but on a smaller scale to show the proxim-
ity to the square and give the entire surroundings 
around the square a feeling of being in the center 
of the area.

Källan is a small public place that almost acts as a 
pocket park in relation to Håstens torg. It is creat-
ed as an extension to the health care center. The 
water features makes it a recreational place for 
resting, waiting for a visit at the center or just a 
short brake on a walk along the road. It becomes 
an entrance area to the alleys behind the main 
square. The water feature is inspired by the sound 
of a spring, a life giving spot in the historic land-
scape. 

Mobility pop-up

Glass pavillion

SN218


